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carry this thing
e shot o glance sur
Margot and of distrust at
Compte, 1 am sure”” e
added, 1 Lave done my best 1o keeps
it quiet and cover up the scandal”

Mareot  met his  gaze  defiantly
Weoere the two plaving at hostilitg?
Thud Margot been stmply a high cliss
“fenee™ for the disposal and con
vendont reappearance of stolen goods?
Apparently the whole thing was an
enigma to Miss  Le Compte wWho
looked from one to the other with
turtld astonishiment  in her big
brown eyes
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like 01, 5 admitted ar last, “exactly |
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were darker and a trifle shriveled,
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while, since Miss Le Compte seeins
to know nothing 1| wish to ask Mr
Wheaton when it was that he last
called on Miss Dy Vo at the Prine
Henry and under what cironmstaness

the last time,” she repeatod

Wheaton was visihly comfusead. Ap
parently he did not relish even ad
mitting having called on the girl

“Miss Kendall,” he vemonstroted
“1 must decline to involve mvselt
furth«r in this case than to say that
for davs hefore I saw her dead body

in vour presence 1 had neither soon
nor heard from her

“To whom were you indebted
the information that a replica,”
laid special emphasis on the word,
“of the Valdoreme pearls was on sal
at Margor's?”

“That T ean not
avoiding a hasty
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answer.” he said
glance of ingquiry
from Miss Le Compte, “1 have said
1 must deeline 1o have my name in
volved any further in this unfortu
nate cise”

It was evident that his reluctane
was creating a very unfavorable fn
pression
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